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Responsible Innovation 
R&D activities are at the heart of GVS’s business model, with research expenses reaching 
5.5% of revenues in 2020 and 7.8% of revenues in 2019, equally divided in order to improve 
processes and products. The Group has 7 research centres around the world, with 105 
highly qualified employees supervised by a global coordinator.

The Group invests heavily in innovation to improve product quality and safety. There 
is a focus on waste recovery and the treatment of hazardous chemicals. Based on the 
rigorous manufacturing process, the equipment has been adapted to achieve low-carbon 
production.

Among the initiatives to reduce the environmental impact of its products, in the face of 
the Coronavirus emergency, GVS has launched an innovative device for the sterilisation 
of individual protection masks through UV rays, tested on the F31000 masks produced by 
GVS and on the Elipse P3 filters.

The marketing of products of defined and assured quality and safety level is a strategic 
factor for the reality of GVS, recognised by many national and international regulations 
through the issue of certifications in the various jurisdictions in which GVS products are 
sold. The company constantly monitors customer satisfaction through performance 
indicators including PartsPerMillion for the Energy & Mobility division which measures 
the quality of the end product supplied to the customer and expresses the number of 
defective parts per million parts sent to the customer which for 2020 is 62 p.p.m.

The development process depends on the complexity of the project, and results in 
continuous monitoring and economic evaluation until release into production. The R&D 
process involves a succession of 4 phases: quotation; feasibility; R&D; and the industrial 
phase.

The quotation consists in the conception of the product, the collection of 
essential information such as its specifications, the reference market and 
the target price;

Feasibility includes technical analysis of materials, benchmark competitors 
and identification of potential raw materials. In this phase, analyses of 
potential conflicts with existing intellectual property are also carried out 
and, if necessary, the possibility of applying for new patents;

Product development is the core phase of the process, where tests are 
performed on the required specifications and the prototype is made;

The low scale industrial phase is used when industrial samples are needed 
to test the product without large investments or when there are time 
constraints. In this phase, the same materials, specifications and technology 
are used as in the high industrial phase, which also meets the economic 
requirements of the project.

5,5%
of revenues 
is spent on 

research

7
research 

centers around 
the world

Elipse is a perfect example of a GVS research and development project. In recent years, 
it has been decided to invest in the development of the Elipse masks already on the market 
in the medium/small configuration with P3/P100, OV, A1P3, B1P3, FFA1P3 and BBB1P3 
filters. Compact, lightweight and flexible design that allows it to fit perfectly around the 
face, providing a wide view, without interfering with any eye or ear protection that the user 
intends to wear. Large central non-return valve, minimises user breathing resistance and 
moisture build-up inside the mask.
 
Another example of an R&D process is vinylidene fluoride (PVDF) membranes, polymeric 
filtration media used for various applications, such as water treatment, membrane 
distillation, gas separation and pollutant removal. GVS develops and manufactures 
PVDF membranes used in filtration devices, but at the same time research and product 
development has increased their application fields, efficiency and value, both as a finished 
product and as a filtration medium in products.

Non-Financial Disclosure 2020


